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Wedding Photography & Video Graphy -
Direction: HEBRON DAVID (sabu) ]
Grace Visual Media, Shoranur |

www.gracevisualmedia.com
E-mail: gracevisual@gmail.com

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights

GRACE

Visual media

‘\

Wedding Photography & Videography, Outdoor Shooting, Live Convension & Cruside Music Night Etc....,

Advertising, Fashion Photography, Cinimatography, Video Album, Direction & Event plus...Tension free events...
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When  Martin ~ Luther
nailed his famous 95 theses to
the wall of All Saints' Church
in Wittenberg, to the south of
Berlin on October 31, 1517,
nobody imagined that it would
change the religious scenar-
io of Europe and world as a
whole. Germany's Protestants
began a year-long celebration
on 31 October 2016 marking
500 years since the Reforma-
tion which culminates on 31
October 2017. While speak-
ing on the inaugural function
of thehalf millennium cel-
ebration of reformation, Ger-
man President Joachim Gauck
praised the work of Protestant
Reformation leader Martin
Luther, saying the Renais-
sance monk had "to a large ex-
tent" brought Christianity into
modernity. To everyone’s sur-
prise, Pope Francis himself at-
tended a Reformation memo-
rial service while on a visit to
Sweden, the first time in his-
tory the leader of the Roman
Catholic Church has made
such a high-profile showing of
commemorating the event.

Pope Francis had high
praise for Martin Luther, and
said the rise of Protestantism
had "helped give greater cen-
trality to sacred scripture in the
Church's life." After leaving
the service in Lund with King
Gustav and Queen Silvia, the
pontiff said that both Protes-
tants and Catholics sought to
uphold "the true faith."

John Wyclifte

Martin Luther

John Calvin

500 YEARS OF REFORMATION:
A FLASH BACK

Background of Reforma-
tion.

16th century when there
was only one church in West-
ern Europe - what we would
now call the Roman Catholic
Church - under the leadership
of the Pope in Rome.During
AD 1500, the Church (what
we now call the Roman Cath-
olic Church) was very power-
ful (politically and spiritually)
in Western Europe (and in fact
ruled over significant terri-
tory in Italy called the Papal
States). There was the Holy
Roman Empire (largely made
up of German speaking re-
gions ruled by princes, dukes
and electors), the Italian city-
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states, England, as well as the
increasingly unified nation
states of France and Spain.

Martin Luther and 95
theses.

The Protestant Reforma-
tion, was a schism from the
Roman Catholic Church began
by Martin Luther ( Germany)
and continued by John Cal-
vin (France and Switzerland)
Huldrych Zwingli (Switzer-
land) and other early Protes-
tant Reformers in 16th century
Europe. The literal meaning
of reformation is "restoration,
renewal". It was an attempt to
reform the Roman Catholic
Church but ended in the split
of the church.Although there
had been significant earlier at-
tempts to reform the Roman
Catholic Church before Lu-
ther — such as those of Jan
Hus (Czech Republic), Peter
Waldo ( France) and John
Wycliffe ( England).

Martin Luther is widely
acknowledged to have started
the Reformation with his 1517
work ‘The Ninety-Five The-
ses’.In 1515, the pope started
a new indulgence campaign to

raise money for the rebuild-
ing of St. Peter's Basilica, a
church in Rome.

He criticized the sale
oftickets of indulgences (for-
giveness) from sins for money
by church.The rich could buy
their way into Heaven while
the poor could not - quite the
opposite of what the Bible
says. ( Matthew 19:24). The
Bible was in Latin language
and ordinary people cannot
read Bible in their mother
tongue. Religious posts were
often sold to whoever was
willing to pay the most money
for them. Many priests who
bought religious posts led a
corrupted life.

The Five Solae of Protestant
Reformation

The Five basic doctrines
of protestant reformation
was Sola Scriptura (Scrip-
ture alone), Sola fide (Faith
Alone), Sola gratia (Grace
Alone), Sola Christus (Christ
Alone) and Soli Deo Gloria
( Glory to God only). Luther
turned to the Bible as the only
reliable source of instruction
(as opposed to the teachings
of the Church). The inven-
tion of the printing press in
the middle of the 15th cen-
tury (by Gutenberg in Mainz,
Germany) together with the
translation of the Bible into
the vernacular (the common
languages of French, Italian,
German, English, etc.) meant
that it was possible for those
who could read to learn di-
rectly from Bible without hav-
ing to rely on a priest or other
church officials. Before this
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time, the Bible was available
in Latin, the ancient language
of Rome spoken chiefly by
the clergy. Before the printing
press, books were handmade
and extremely expensive. The
invention of the printing press
and the translation of the bible
into the vernacular meant that
for the first time in history, the
Bible was available to those
outside of the Church. Rela-
tionship to God, unmediated
by the institution of the Catho-
lic Church, was possible.

Other Reformers

John Wyclif was an Eng-
lish theologian, Biblical trans-
lator, reformer, and seminary
professor at Oxford Wycliffe
attacked the privileged sta-
tus of the clergy, which was
central to their powerful role
in England. He then attacked
the Iuxury and pomp of local
parishes and their ceremonies.

Wycliffe was also an ad-
vocate for translation of the
Bible into the vernacular. He
completed a translation di-
rectly from the Vulgate into
English in the year 1382, now
known as Wycliffe's Bible.

Church of England had
been made independent and
split away from Roman Cath-
olic Church under Henry VIII
in the early 1530s for political
rather than religious reasons.

John Calvin was a French
theologian and pastor during
the Protestant Reformation.
He was a principal figure in
the development of the sys-
tem of Christian theologylater
called Calvinism.

Huldrych Zwingli was a
leader of the Reformation in
Switzerland. Zwinglie began
to preach ideas on reform-
ing the Catholic Church. He
criticized the corruption in the
ecclesiastical hierarchy, pro-
moted clerical marriage, and
attacked the use of images in
places of worship.

Reformation and current
European scenario

Reformation made the in-
stitution of church more peo-
ple friendly throughout Eu-
rope. Ordinary people could
read Bible in their mother
tongue. The corruption and
immorality among church
leaders came to an end. How-
ever when centuries passed,
the European Christianity
faces threat of extinction. The
closing of Europe’s churches
reflects the rapid weaken-
ing of the faith in Europe, a
phenomenon that is painful
to worshipers. Hundreds of
Churches have closed or are
threatened by plunging mem-
bership. Once a holy worship
place crowded with thousands
of faithful believers, now-
empty buildings that increas-
ingly mark the countryside
from Britain to Denmark.
The growth of secularism
and materialism badly affects
the Christian faith across Eu-
rope. It is highly painful that
the hardships and sweat of re-
formers go in vain.
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Donald Trump isTime magazine's
Person of the Year

Time magazine on
Wednesday named President-
elect Donald Trump its Person
of the Year. “It’s a great hon-
our. [t means a lot,” Mr. Trump
said in a telephone interview
on NBC’s “Today” show.
Time editor Nancy Gibbs said
on the programme that Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton was the
No. 2 finalist. Ms. Gibbs said
the choice of Trump this year
was “straightforward”. Ms.
Gibbs said Time gives the title
to the person who has had the
greatest influence on events
“for better or worse”.

Person of theYear

DONALD
TRUMP

Cyclone Vardah: Tamil Nadu
Governor monitoring
situatio

Meanwhile, the State Di-
saster Management Agency
said 1,531 fallen trees have
been removed off the roads.

A day after Cyclone
‘Vardah’ barrelled through
Chennai, Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam on Tuesday
briefed Tamil Nadu Governor
ChVidyasagarRao about res-
cue and rehabilitation works.
The Governor enquired about
the situation in the wake of the
cyclone and the Chief Minis-
ter apprised him of the rescue
and rehabilitation works be-
ing undertaken, a Raj Bhavan
release said. “The Governor
is monitoring the situation
closely,” it said. Rao, also the
Governor of Maharashtra, was
“preoccupied” due to the win-
ter session of that state’s As-
sembly in Nagpur, it said.

Cyclone  Vardah  had
crossed the coast near here
yesterday, ripping through the
city, and affecting Kancheep-
uram and Tiruvallore districts.

Meanwhile, the State Di-
saster Management Agency
said 1,531 fallen trees have

Vi

been removed off the roads.
“Work is going on. All major
roads have been cleared for
traffic,” the agency said.

EUROPE

Lionel Messi: Barcelona
forward meets Afghan boy

An Afghan boy who be-
came an online hit after wear-
ing a homemade shirt bearing
Lionel Messi'sfamous number
10 has met his hero.

A photograph of six-year-
old MurtazaAhmadi wearing
the shirt made from a striped
blue plastic bag went viral in
January and ended with the
boy receiving a signed shirt
from the Barcelona striker.

But now the pair have
come face to face in Doha, ac-
cording to Qatar's 2022 World
Cup organising committee.

Barcelona are in Qatar to

ASIA

play a friendly against Al Ahli
on Tuesday and Ahmadi will
walk out on to the pitch with
Messi.

Demonetisation higgest scam of the year,
must be probed: P Chidambaram

Former Finance minister P
Chidambaram on Tuesday hit
out at the Union government
terming the demonetisation
move as the “biggest scam of
the year” and demanded that it
be investigated. “It has broken
the back of poor people, a case
of khodapahadniklichuhiya,”
Chidambaram said, adding
that “not even a national ca-
lamity would have caused so
much suffering”. The former
minister was addressing the
media at an event in Nagpur.

“This is an absurd, thought-
less move, and no one in the
world has a good word for it.
Every major newspaper and
economist has condemned it,”

Abu Dhahi gets SeaWorld's
first theme park outside USA

The Abu Dhabi Govern-
ment's vision to develop the
Capital as a global tourism
hub has got a major boost. The
Capital is going to get a next-
generation marine life theme
park, which will also include
the UAE's first marine life re-
search, rescue, rehabilitation
and return centre with facili-
ties and resources for the care
and conservation of local ma-
rine life. Miral and SeaWorld
Entertainment on Tuesday an-
nounced their partnership to
develop SeaWorld Abu Dhabi
on Yas Island by 2022. It will
be SeaWorld's first marine life
park outside the US. It will be
the first new SeaWorld with-

out orcas, and will integrate
up-close animal experiences,
mega attractions and a world-
class aquarium, bringing the
latest technology in visitor
engagement. The partnership
brings together Miral's exper-
tise in developing Yas Island's
portfolio of destinations with
SeaWorld's 50-plus years of
theme park, veterinary medi-
cine, marine science and
zoological practice and expe-
rience. Miral'sYas Island des-
tination portfolio has got four
themed parks - Ferrari World
Abu Dhabi, YasWaterworld,
and also opening by 2018 will
be Warner Bros. World Abu
Dhabi and Clymb.

Chidambaram said, adding
that the government should
have at least consulted econo-
mists before taking a decision.
“Government should have
consulted at least Yashwan-
tSinha, he is their own man.
They could have consulted Mr
Manmohan Singh. There are
over a 100 officers involved
in budget making, till today its
never leaked. What secrecy is
this?”
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PHILADELPHIA FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA
CONNECTING WITH PEOPLE.

Our church helps
new immigrants We have QWIEE@ fﬁ

settle in the beautiful city
of London, Canada.

weekly programmes

Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. —10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m.
Friday meeting: 7:30 p.m.

Youth Meeting:

Alternate Saturdays: 6:00 p.m.

PASTOR JOY PUNNOOSE
(519) 266-4671 or (226) 224-4500
Email: joypunnoose@usa.net
Web: www.philadelphiachurchlondon.com
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